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1.  Introduction

For Goulburn's 150th birthday 
celebrations in 2013, the Goulburn Club 
held an exhibition on the history of the 
Club.

Anna McCormack had undertaken 
considerable research already, and Rhys 
Howitt joined the pursuit.  Anna and 
Rhys went through every old box in the 
Club's building and were able to amass a
large amount of information.

Some of this material was presented in a 
series of posters.  As happens with these 
things, the history exhibition raised as 
many questions as it answered, so the 
authors have continued to assemble  
further information.

Sources

There are minute books from 1950, in 
beautiful copperplate writing.  The series
of minutes is fairly complete except for 
the early 2000s, when the Club was in 
crisis and records are sketchy.  The 
whereabouts of the minutes prior to 
1950 are unknown.

Trove, the National Library's archive of 
scanned newspapers, was another major 
source for this book.

Other sources include extracts from 
Goulburn rates books compiled by Mr 
ET Cross.

Purpose

This history is presented to the members 
of the Club in the hope that they will 
enjoy and promulgate it, and generate 
new history for a very long time.

The Short Version 

Dr Robert Waugh was an entrepreneurial Scottish doctor 
who arrived in Goulburn in 1838.  Waugh established a 
“medical hall” (chemist shop) in Auburn Street.

By 1842, Dr Waugh had bought the land now inhabited by 
the Club.  It probably had buildings on it already, the old 
kitchen and another building at the back, both made of 
stone.  These would be among the oldest buildings in 
central Goulburn.

In 1853, Dr Waugh had a new house and shop in Market 
Street.  Waugh was already manufacturing baking powder, 
and continued to do so presumably on the new site, the 
new Medical Hall.

Dr Waugh died in 1870, at about 57 years of age.  His 
widow continued to own the property for many years.

In 1877, the Goulburn Club was formed from a whist club.
By 1881 the Club had moved into the Waugh building as 
tenant and was paying the Council rates.  The Club added 
a verandah in 1881.

In 1898, the building was advertised for sale.  It was 
subsequently bought for the Club, now an established 
gentlemen's club, and transferred to trustees.

The building was extensively remodelled in art deco style 
in 1927.  The design was by well-known Goulburn 
architect EC Manfred.

The Club was restructured from a Trust into a registered 
company in 1972, just in time for the Club's centenary.  
Women were not allowed to be members at the time, and 
the story of their gradual enfranchisement is rather 
amusing.

As a gentlemen's club there were many prestigious 
members, but it has no grand achievements .  Since the 
1950s it mostly seems to have “muddled through”.

It has always been small enough that the contributions of a
few individuals have been able to ensure its survival when 
so many other clubs and voluntary organisations have 
perished.

The members today enjoy the Club's quirky ambience and 
work tirelessly and selflessly to continue the adventure.
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2. The Market Square

Market Square

In the 1830s and 1840s Market Square, now 
Belmore Park, was just a paddock with gum trees 
where teamsters camped.  There was no Market 
Street to divide the paddock from the subdivision 
on its north side.

Goulburn's first settlers built along the Mulwaree.  
Grafton and Sloane streets were the main routes, 
and the original police office, lockup and hospital 
were on Sloane Street close to Market Square.

After a few years business gradually filtered into 
the proto-Market Street, which soon became the 
principal business thoroughfare.  Auburn Street, 
drier than Sloane Street, came into prominence as 
the overflow from Market Street; but for many 
years land values in Auburn Street did not approach
those in Market Street, which contained the post 
office and the principal stores.  

Market Street was not finalised on a street plan 
until 1857, not long before Goulburn became a 
municipality in 1859 and a city in 1863.

Belmore Square

Market Square morphed into Belmore Square in 
1869 with the fencing of the square1 and the 
opening of the railway to Goulburn.

On 28 May 1869, Lady Belmore planted a 
memorial oak tree, and:

The Mayor declared that the market on which 
the Countess of Belmore had this day planted the
first tree, should be the future be known as 

Belmore-square.2

Despite the elegant fencing, however, it was not 
until 1881 that the Council agreed on drainage for 
Market Street:

That 12 inch pipes be placed along the north side
of the street from Auburn-street to Sloane-street, 
with junctions to received the foul water from the
private lanes on the condition that the owners or 
occupiers of property interested in the lane 
contribute a fair proportion towards the 
expense.3

And not until the next year, 1882, did the Council 
agree to lay gravel on the street4.

1 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 30/6/1923
2 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 29/5/1923
3 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 12/5/1881
4 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 30/9/1882

Belmore Square, Sydney Mail, 4 Feb 1882
Club is above the three foreground figures; note three upstairs windows
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3. A walk down Market Street

Knowlman’s Corner

The oldest building in Auburn Street was built on 
the Auburn/Market Street corner when Goulburn 
was a village of just a few hundred people: a two-
storey residence, where from about 1850 Thomas 
Musgrave kept a famed saddlery and tanned his 
own leather in the backyard.

In 1932 he was remembered as:

a saddler of rare skill and the quality of his 
harness was known throughout the State.  So 
particular was he about the quality of the his 
leather that he put down his own tanning pits 
which were unearthed during ‘The Corner’s’ 
recent extensions5.

The saddlery passed briefly to TW Jacob after 
Musgrave’s death in 1865.  Then about 1869 the 
premises became a drapery and clothes store run by
partners Stilling and Lane, then William Lane.

In 1888 John Knowlman bought the site for a 
similar store.  After his death in 1910 the store 
continued as “Knowlman’s Corner”.

Knowlman’s rebuilt the premises in 1929, taking in 
adjacent premises on Auburn Street.  The enlarged 
and modernised store existed until 1999, when it 
was destroyed by fire.

A single-storey range of shops has replaced this 
icon of old Goulburn.

5 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 20/5/1938

Offices/workshops

In the second half of the 1800s and early 1900s 
there was a two-storey building behind the corner 
site, used mainly as offices.

Among others, JT Gannon and his son (legal) 
practised there from the 1860s, sometimes with a 
partner, then George Steadman from the 1890s.

James Flood and Joseph Hampshire (builders) had 
the premises about 1930.  These premises were 
incorporated into the rebuilt Knowlman’s Corner in 
the 1930s.

Lane

The short lane is a right of way that originally led to
stables and workshops.

Number 25

In 1853 this corner site was included in a bluk sale 
of land from the lane to the present Goulburn 
Chinese Restaurant6.

On the corner of the lane, Edwin Butler built a two-
storey drapery store and residence, probably in 
1858.

In 1878 the premises and furniture were bought at 
auction by the Australian Joint Stock Bank7, which 
moved here from lower down Market Street (see 
“B&W site” below).

The AJS Bank became the Bank of Commerce 
sometime after 1906 and in 1919 sold the premises 
to the Goulburn Railway and Tramway Institute, 
which extensively renovated the old bank to 
provide educational and social facilities. 

6 Goulburn Herald, 24/9/1853
7 Queanbeyan Age, 24/7/1878
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The old store/bank/institute building was replaced 
by railway barracks in 1979, which served as such 
until sold in 2005.

In 2010–2014 this building was a homeless men’s 
hostel run by St Vincent’s, known as Kennedy 
House, 

Number 23

This site also was included in the land sale of 
18538.

From before 1869 it was owned by James Marsden 
and occupied by three cottages, two of which 
became combined.  The various tenants included 
George Adams, about 1873 to 1885, and Sergeant 
Thomas Gibbons of the police, about 1877 to 1885.

Ownership of the site passed to John E Knowlman, 
who in 1934 built the present Fireside Inn, and 
flats, in memory of a trip to England.

Number 21

This side also was included in the land sale of 1853.

From the 1850s Phillip Dignam had a store on the 
northwest Auburn/Montague Streetcorner: 
“wholesale and retail drapers, outfitters, 
ironmongers, and wine and spirit merchants”.

In 1865 the company begged “to inform their 
customers and the public generally that they have 
removed to larger and more commodious premises 
in Market Street”9. 

This became just a wine and spirit store, with 
residence, until Dignam’s death in 1879.  His son 
William took over the business, but removed to a 

8 Goulburn Herald, 24/9/1853
9 Goulburn Herald, 14/10/1865

new location in 1881.

Dr Lewis Davidson bought the site, rebuilt the 
premises, and in 1881 moved next-door from the 
old Medical Hall.  Dr Davidson practised here till 
the 1890s, then Professor Percy Hollis taught music
here.

Dr William Burkitt practised here from the early 
1900s to 1934, when the premises were sold to Dr 
JH Coles.

Among later occupants was the Goulburn Rugby 
Club in the 1980s, until 1992.

Dr Davidson’s 1881 building is now the Goulburn 
Chinese Restaurant.

Number 19 – Club premises

The history of the Club's building is described in 
the next chapter.

Archway lane

Two of the main players on the Market Street block 
in its early days were Joseph Bull and John James 
Woodward, both ex-convicts.

Bull, a framework knitter from Leicestershire and 
veteran of the Battle of Waterloo, was 24 when 
transported for seven years in 182110.

10 http://www.convictrecords.com.au/convicts/bull/

http://www.convictrecords.com.au/convicts/bull/
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Woodward, a tailor from London, was 22 when 
transported for seven years in 183211.

In Goulburn, their partnership as auctioneers and 
general storekeepers was formed in 1843 and 
dissolved in 1848.

They constructed the stone arch inscribed “B&W 
1847” leading into their premises.

They died in 1871 and 1861 respectively, 
successful businessmen, family men and public 
figures.  The Soldiers Club has assume 
responsibility for the maintenance and preservation 
of the arch, their Market Street memorial12.

The lane-strip belonged to the old “B&W site” on 
the east side (see below), but by 1920 had been 

joseph/84892
11 http://www.convictrecords.com.au/convicts/

woodward/john-james/117633
12 Robert S Craig, History of the Goulburn and 

District Soldiers' Club 1921-1988, Goulburn: 
Goulburn & District Soldiers' Club, 1988, p193

bought by the Goulburn Club, in two pieces, with 
the owners on the east side retaining a right of way 
over the archway end.

B&W site

East of the archway lane there used to be four lots 
with Market Street frontage, now all subsumed in 
the Soldiers Club building and carpark.  

Let’s call the lot nearest the arch the “B&W site”.  
Of all the premises in Market Street, this has the 
most complex occupancy.

In 1847, the same year as the arch, Bull and 
Woodward built a two-storeyed brick and masonry 
building here.  The end next to the arch was a post 
office, the main part a new store, known as the 
Commercial Stores.13

Bull was Postmaster in Goulburn in 184114; 
apparently he still was in 1847.  

Bull and Woodward’s “old” Commercial Stores had
fronted Sloane Street, not far from the Market/
Sloane Street corner.  In 1842 Bull advised that he 
had moved his own business into these “capacious 
premises”, where he had been employed before 
1840.  Merchandise included “drapery, grocery, 
ironmongery, wines, spirits, etc.” brought from 
Sydney, and he advertised that “the produce of the 
neighbourhood will be purchased, or taken in 
exchange for goods”15.Likely, the new B&W 
Commercial Stores on Market Street Traded 
similarly.

After the partnership split up, Bull owned this site.  
He sold it to R Fawcett in 1852, then bought it back
in 1856.

In 1858 the AJS Bank took a twenty-one-year lease 
on Bull’s Commercial Stores and established a 
branch bank.

13 Ransome T Wyatt, The History of Goulburn, NSW, 
Goulburn: Municipality of Goulburn, 1941

14 Free Press and Commercial Journal, 19/5/1841
15 Sydney Herald, 8/4/1842

http://www.convictrecords.com.au/convicts/
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In 1858 also, gold was discovered about twenty 
miles from Goulburn.  The Gold Rush vitalised 
Goulburn, rousing the township from the “Sleepy 
Hollow” as it had been described16.

In 1859, the AJS Bank was advertising to let:

that portion of the premises … adjoining the 
bank, and comprising two-storied [sic] 
warehouse, shop, offices, and out-offices, with 
excellent stable and large yard, the same to be let
for a term of years17

This implies a complex of large and small 
outbuildings on the rear of the B&W site, perhaps 
in the style of the Goulburn Club’s old stone 
building.

By 1869 the post office had removed to a room in 
the back of Woodward’s Commercial Hotel on the 
Market/Sloane Street corner (see below), adjacent 
to Cobb & Co’s yard (see below).

The B&W site changed ownership several times: to 
the AJS Bank about 1866; to Edwin Butler in 1880 
(when the bank moved further up Market St); to 
Edward Ball about 1881; then to the Protestant Hall
Co (an Orangemen’s association) in 1882.

There were many tenants and trades on the B&W 
site over the years, besides the AJS Bank and 
Protestant Hall, including the Freemasons (1880–
1890), printing offices (1881–1890s), various 
stores, blacksmith’s, stoneyard, stables, coachhouse
and weighbridge — also the Council chambers, 
before the new Town Hall on Auburn Street was 
built in 1887.  The archway lane would have served
many of these occupants.

Trustees for the embryonic Soldiers Club bought 
the old Protestant Hall in 1920 when it was 
auctioned by Finlay & Co as 
“a property … specially adapted for a Mercantile 
Club, Offices, or business premises”18.

In the early 1920s an RSL Tennis Club was 
established on courts at the rear of the remodelled 
building.  Tennis was “played on courts hacked out 
of a rubbish tip area” at the rear, by the efforts of 
returned 1914–1918 servicemen19.  Goodbye to the 
old outbuildings on this site.

Finlay & Co site

On the adjoining lot east, in 1865, Bull built an 

16 Australian Town and Country Journal, 11/9/1880
17 Goulburn Herald, 13/8/1859
18 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 16/10/1920
19 Craig, op. cit., p.264.

Auction Mart for AG Finlay, together with stable 
and outhouses20.

Finlay was already an established auctioneer.  He 
died about 1920.  In 1922, he was recollected by an 
old journalist as “undisputed king of the stock and 
station agents”, who “towered like a Colossus over 
all competitors” and whose “advertised sales 
covered nearly a whole page of ‘The Post’”21.

Around 1921, Finlay & Co sold the premises to the 
Goulburn Gas Company.

Trustees for the Soldiers Club bought the Gas 
Company premises in 1963 and demolished the old 
outbuildings to construct a bowling green22.  
Opened in 1965, the bowling green incorporated 
the area of the old tennis courts23.  The artificial turf
of the green proved a failure, so the Goulburn Club 
obligingly demolished some old timber sheds along
the boundary, enabling a grass green to grow.

Cobb & Co site

The lot east of Finlay’s Auction Mart for long 
presented an unbuilt frontage to Market Street, 
though it contained a cluster of stables, workshops 
and offices.

Cobb & Co had been formed in Victoria in 1853, 
operating a successful gold escort, passenger and 
mail service to the goldfields.  It was able to buy 
out other carriers because of its reliable and 
efficient schedules and excellent coaches.  In 1861 
the company shifted its centre to Bathurst and 

20 Goulburn Herald, 8/7/1865
21 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 8/4/1922
22  Craig, op cit., p.87
23 Craig, op. cit., p.270



Page 7

quickly established runs through NSW.  

A network of long runs were centred on this site in 
Goulburn.  Here, Cobb & Co established one of 
their five coach-building factories in the eastern 
states.  Here, mail, parcels and passengers were 
collected and dropped, and teams of up to six 
horses were changed.

Coaches were adapted from the American Concord 
design.  Much pride was taken in quality 
workmanship, shown also by the precise detailing, 
plush upholstery and fancy scrollwork on the red 
and yellow coaches.  Other tradesmen were 
employed to make and maintain all the harness 
required for the teams.

The company provided exceptional conditions for 
its dozens of workers, including staff picnics and, 
from 1882, an eight-hour day, which placed it at the
forefront of workplace reform.  Market Street had a
major modern employer!24

The opening of the railway from Sydney to 
Goulburn in 1869 forecast the end for Cobb & Co 
in this district.  The runs to Cooma, Collector, Yass,
Tarcutta, Albury progressively became redundant as
railway lines were extended.

Finlay & Co auctioned the site in 1885.  It was 
occupied by successive users of the old stables and 
workshops, before being acquired by the adjacent 
hotel (then called the Goulburn Hotel) in 1924.

Commercial Hotel site

The hotel on the Market/Sloane Street corner 
bracketed the east end of the proto-Market Street at 
an early date, as Musgrave’s saddlery shop did the 
west end.

In 1847 a newspaper correspondent wrote, with 
reservations: 

This township continues to go ahead – new stores
and new buildings are constantly being put up, 
and to the splendid gin palaces already in 
existence, Messrs. Bull and Woodward are about 
to erect another which, it is said, will eclipse all 
the others in magnificence.25

Apparently, the Assizes and Courts of Quarter 
Sessions were to be held there, which “would put 
them all into requisition at times”.  Enter the 
Commercial Hotel.

24 https://www.cobbandco.net.au/about/
when-cobb-co-was-king

25 Sydney Morning Herald, 18/8/1847

After the Bull and Woodward partnership split, the 
hotel became Woodward’s.

With its double frontage, two storeys and wide 
verandahs — and proximity to the busy Cobb & Co
yard in the 1860s and 1870s — the hotel dominated
the corner through changes of name and publican: 
Woodward’s son-in-law Henry Payten, from 1866; 
William Dickson, from about 1877, James Simons 
in the 1890s; AA and Reginald McInnes in the early
1900s.  

The Commercial Hotel was important culturally as 
well as commercially.  Here, in 1854, the 
Mechanics’ Institute was inaugurated in the 
Oddfellows’ Hall26. Here, in 1877, a group of whist-
players formalised themselves as the Goulburn 
Club.  Less respectably, the hotel housed a “dancing
saloon” to which police might expect to be called27.

The Commercial Hotel housed the post office from 
about 1869 until 1877, when it removed to Auburn 
Street, pending the opening of the new Post and 
Telegraph Office in 1881.  

The Commercial Hotel was renamed the Goulburn 
Hotel about then and added to in 1923 by Scholz28.  
From 1923 till 1941 or later it was run by Stella 
Mitchell, expanding in 1924 to include the old 
Cobb & Co site at the rear.

In 1972 the Soldiers Club acquired “Bailey’s block”
at their rear for parking space (presumably the 
block on the north side of Denehey’s Lane)29.

To modernise and enlarge, the Soldiers Club bought
the expanded Goulburn Hotel in 1979 and cleared 
the site. 

The new building on the corner was opened in 
198130.  The old B&W/Protestant Hall and 
Finlay/Gas Co sections of the Club were not 
cleared and rebuilt until after 198831.

26 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 26/3/1903
27 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 7/7/1881
28 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 30/6/1923
29 Craig, op. cit., p.112
30  Craig, op. cit., pp.141–143
31 Craig, op. cit., pp.158, 171

https://www.cobbandco.net.au/about/
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4.  The Medical Hall

Dr Waugh

Dr Robert Waugh, aged about 23, arrived in Sydney
as Ship’s Surgeon on the Lady Kennaway (an 
emigrant ship) in November 1838.

On arrival, he came almost immediately to 
Goulburn to set up practice as a surgeon, 
apothecary and government medical officer. From 
November 1838 he was advertising in Sydney 
papers.

Robert Waugh, Licentiate of the Royal College of
Surgeons, Edinburgh,

Begs to intimate to the Inhabitants of Goulburn 
and its vicinity, that he has commenced the 
practice of his profession in the above district. 
He has also opened an Apothecary’s Shop, and 
as he has been regularly bred to the business in 
one of the first Establishments in Edinburgh, the
Public may rely on the quality of all Medicines 
prepared and sold by him.
Horses, Cattle, and Sheep Medicines.32

By 1842, the “Apothecary's Shop” had become 
known as the Medical Hall.

Though we feel the general depression which has
so long bedimmed our commercial …son, and 
which we hope has at length begun to clear 
away, our flourishing township is giving the best 
possible proofs of rising in importance daily . …
we have one attorney and three medical 
gentlemen, viz.: Dr. Richardson, Dr. Waugh who 
is the coroner, and Dr. Cartwright. There is also 
a Medical Hall opened lately, which will vie with 
any in Sydney, where is an apothecary in 
constant attendance, which has proved a great 
benefit to this and the surrounding country; …33

The original Medical Hall seems to have been on 
the corner of Auburn and Montague streets next to 
the Salutation Inn, where Dimmey's is now.  
Wyatt's History of Goulburn mentions (with some 
puzzlement) an illustration of the first Medical 
Hall, but it has not been located for this book.

Dr Waugh was appointed in 1842 to the new 
Committee for the Goulburn Hospital.  It was 
reported in 1844 that he had undertaken its 
management for one year, without pay but with an 
allowance of 2/6 per patient per day to cover all 
costs.  He continued to be involved in the hospital 
for some years.

In 1843 he became a trustee for the land grant for 

32 Sydney Herald, 21/11/1838
33 Sydney Herald, 8/4/1842

the new Scotch Church and Presbyterian manse.

In 1846 he married Anne E. Barber, a niece of the 
explorer Hamilton Hume.

In 1859 he was a signatory to a petition to the 
Colonial Secretary's Office that Goulburn be 
declared a municipality.

In 1870 his death was recorded as follows:

Died suddenly on 9/5/1870 after a night-train 
journey to Sydney with Mrs Waugh, ‘about fifty-
seven years of age’.  Mr Webster was still his 
assistant at the Medical Hall.  Dr Waugh was an 
‘old member of the Masonic body, and had more 
than once filled the highest office in the 
Goulburn lodge’.  It was believed he could ‘leave 
his family in easy circumstances, 
notwithstanding some rather severe losses 
entailed on him by his kindly disposition leading 
him to become security for the liabilities of 
others’34.

A memorial tablet was subsequently placed in St 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.35

(portrait courtesy of his family, damaged original)

34 Empire, 12/5/1870, p3
35 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 4/12/1917
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Dr Waugh and the Club building

The current Goulburn city centre was surveyed and 
subdivided in 183336.  The Club's land is in Section 
3, the end portions of allotments 8, 9 and 10.

Allotments 9 and 10 were apparently selected by a 
Richard Stubbs but not followed through.  They 
were auctioned in October 1834.37

Allotment 10 came up for sale again in May 184138.
Allotments 9 and 10 were then mortgaged by 
Andrew Turnbull in September 1841, excluding:

portions of the said allotments sold ... to Messrs. 
Robert Waugh and Samuel Davis, together with 
all buildings, erections, and improvements 
thereon.

We know that from an estate notice in 1853.39

Presumably once the Turnbull estate was settled, 
another block cut out of these allotments came up 
for sale, with the first confirmation of the Club 
building:

In a line with the Post Office, Fawcett and Co’s 
Commercial Stores, Woodwards Commercial 
Hotel, and adjoining Dr. Waugh’s new House 
and Drug Stores, as also Mr Musgrave, the 
saddler..40

The old restaurant kitchen at the Club is built of 
stone.  It has severely weathered sandstone window
sills, and is known to have had a protective 
verandah since at least 1908.  That portion of the 
building might well date from around 1841.

The Club has a damaged 1917 mortgage document 
which includes part of allotment 8 too.

36 Sydney Herald, 1/4/1833, p4
37 NSW Government Gazette, 1/10/1834
38 Free Press, 29/5/1841
39 Sydney Morning Herald, 14/4/1853
40 Goulburn Herald, 24/9/1853

Allotment 8 was originally owned by John Tawell, 
likely the quaker convict who made a fortune in the
colony, but returned to London in 1838 and was 
subsequently convicted of murder in England and 
executed in 1845.  Presumably this portion was 
purchased by Turnbull before Tawell left NSW.  A 
property title action in 190141 suggests that the 
paper trail was somehow lacking.

Houses in early Goulburn might have been quite 
rare:

In 1844 there were 24 houses in Goulburn, 
including five hotels and five stores, a bank, 
court-house, and six houses occupied by 
professional gentlemen.  Thirteen of the other 
houses were untenanted.42

These figures apparently did not include bark huts, 
which were more numerous.

In 1869, the “Market Square” became “Belmore 
Square” when Lady Belmore planted the oak tree in
the centre of the new park. 

Also in 1869, Dr Waugh advertised for tenders for 
“certain alterations and additions” to the house.43

The Medical Hall was advertised as the ‘largest and
oldest in the southern districts’, selling imported 
drugs, wholesale and retail, at prices as low as in 
Sydney44.

41 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 11/8/1900
42 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 26/3/1903
43 Goulburn Herald, 29/5/1869, p5
44 Queanbeyan Age, 26/1/1871, p.1
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The following picture is clipped from one in the 
State Library of NSW.  Because of the angle there 
are some odd foreshortening effects.

The present Club building is the white building in 
the centre, with three upstairs windows, an awning 
and an odd portico-style doorway which seems to 
be a remnant above the awning.

Baking powder

A retrospective article describes how Dr Waugh got
into the business of manufacturing baking powder.

In the early forties of the last century of New 
South Wales it was soon discovered that the 
English baking powders lost their best qualities 
after crossing the equator.  It was then about the 
year 1842 that Waugh’s Baking Powders were 
made up at the old Medical Hall, Goulburn, and 
were used most extensively.  From that hall, 
every storekeeper throughout the Colony was 
supplied.45

45 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 10/3/1936, p2

After Dr Waugh's death

Dr Perry took over the medical practice until 1872, 
and continued to manufacture baking powder.  In 
1872 Dr Perry sold the practice46 and subsequently 
the baking powder manufacturer to Dr Davidson.

Dr Waugh’s baking power was awarded first prize 
at the Intercolonial Exhibition 1878, and “each 
packet bears the Medical Hall trademark”47.

The Medical Hall was trademarked in 1870 shortly 
after Dr Waugh's death, with:

An impression of the block of the building called 
the Medical Hall, situate in Belmore Square, 
Goulburn. The house shown is two stories high, 
with three windows in the upper story, and over 
the windows the words ' Medical Hall' are 
painted in large letters. There are three doors on 
the ground floor, one on either side and a third 
in the middle, which is the shop door, having a 
large window on each side of it. Over the middle 
door is an arch, and immediately beneath the 
arch are the words 'Medical Hall', painted in 
smaller letters than those on the upper story..48

Dr Davidson practised at the Medical Hall until 
1880.  The baking powder factory was moved to 
Sydney at that time49.

46 Goulburn Herald, 14/2/1872)
47 Sydney Morning Herald, 7/3/1879, p.6
48 NSW Government Gazette, 9/8/1870
49 Australian Star, 4/4/1895
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5.  The whist club

The Goulburn Club, formed in 1877, originally met
as whist players (a card game) at the Commercial 
Hotel, built by James Woodward on the corner now 
taken by the Soldiers Club.

The Club still has the original membership book.  A
loose leaf states that the inaugural meeting was on 1
February 1877.

The following individuals were present and deemed
to be members:

• A Mackellar, of independent means 
(elected President)

• S Harborne Belcher, Schoolmaster
(elected Secretary)

• F Deacon, Manager Bank of NSW
(elected Treasurer)

• Dr LG Davidson, Medical Practitioner

• AG Finlay, Auctioneer

• JT Gannon, Solicitor

• JS Hayes, Flourmill Proprietor

• Dr PH Gentle, Medical Practitioner

• Dr WF Hayley, Medical Practioner

• JG King, Commissioner for Crown Lands

• E Twynam, District Surveyor

• Capt Louch, Superintendent of Police.

More members were proposed on 7 February 1877, 
then elected on 7 March 1877:

• John Cropper, Lake Bathurst, Grazier

• James T Atchison, Goulburn, 
Licensed Surveyor

• Edgar R Deane, Springfield, Gentleman

• Alfred W Holt, Arthursleigh, Grazier

• WP Faithfull, Springfield, Squatter

• Reginald Faithfull, Springfield, Grazier

• WO Windeyer, Goulburn, Grazier

• Lucian Faithfull, Springfield, Grazier

• Septimus F Gibson, Kenmore, Grazier

• Harry Stuckey, Wollogorang, Grazier

• G Metcalfe, Goulburn, Schoolmaster

• FF Gibson, Tirranna, Grazier

• AF Gibson, Tirranna, Grazier.

Club at current site

Mrs Waugh continued to own the house after Dr 
Waugh died.  After Dr Davidson vacated in 1880, 
she leased downstairs to the Government Savings 
Bank and apparently the upstairs to the Goulburn 
Club from 1880.

The Goulburn Club we learn have rented the 
house just vacated by Dr. Davidson, and will 
establish their quarters there forthwith.50

The Council rates record for 1881 shows the Club 
paying the rates that year.  The bank and the Club 
get a passing mention in 188251.

While the Club didn't own the premises at the time, 
it didn't stop them making changes:

The Goulburn Club are just having completed a 
commodious balcony on the second floor of their 
premises in Belmore-square.  It forms a great 
improvement to the attractions of this club and 
will prove a most comfortable lounge for 
members in the hot weather.52

The new verandah didn't quite make it into the 
Sydney Mail's illustration of Market Street 
published in February 188253.

Mrs Waugh died in 189454 and at that point she still 
owned the property55.

Purchase of the property

The property was offered for sale in 1898 but was 
passed in at £105056.

HIH Belcher's history states that:

In 1901, the Medical Hall property was available 
as a mortgagee sale.  It was purchased by Samuel
Harborne Belcher for the Goulburn Club and 
the title transferred to three trustees.

Belcher said that the cost of the property was 
£1050.

In 1899, S Harbourne Belcher for the Goulburn 
Club successfully appealed the rates cost from £80 
to £5457, so we can be confident that the Club 
actually bought the property in 1898 or 1899, 
before Australian Federation on 1 January 1901.

50 Goulburn Herald, 5/5/1880, p2
51 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 4/2/1882, p4
52 Southern Argus, 10/11/1881
53 Sydney Mail, 4/2/1882
54 Goulburn Herald, 1/8/1894, p2
55 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 16/6/1894, p1, and 

same following year.
56 Evening News, 25/11/1898
57 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 27/6/1899, p4
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6.  The changing building

The original form

The Club's building was originally something like 
the following:

Early changes

The verandah was added in 1881, when the 
building was rather narrower than now.

Work then continued:

EXTENSIVE alterations and improvements have
been made to the Goulburn Club in Market-
street. The wall between the hall and the rooms 
formerly occupied by Dr. Burkitt and the Savings
Bank of New South Wales has been taken down 
and a spacious waiting-room substituted. An 
additional room on the ground floor has also 
been furnished for the use of members. The 
whole of the front has been reconstructed and 
now presents an attractive appearance. The cost 
of the alterations and furnishings amounted to 
about £200.58

(Dr Burkitt lived next door and as far as known did 
not practice in the Club building – this may be a 
misprint for Dr Davidson.)

Somewhere between 1906 and 1908, steward's 
quarters were built over some old buildings at the 
back, possibly once stables.  These buildings have 
brick floors over dirt.

Recent works on the new ladies toilet revealed that 
the floor there is built over an earlier floor, so there 
must have been an upstairs of some form over the 
old kitchen before these renovations.

The billiard room

In 1908, the Club added on a billiard room (now the
Durack Room) with the rooms underneath it.  This 
took up all the space to the Bull and Woodward 
Arch, and meant that there was no road access to 
Market Street – there was only access from the lane
at the back. 

The Suggestion Book shows that members were 
unhappy with this arrangement, and (according to 
the Belcher history) a right-of-way was leased in 
1909 from the Protestant Hall Company who had 
taken over the old Post Office.  They went into 
liquidation in 1920 and the Club bought the 
laneway.  There is a right-of-way for part of the 
way, which is held by the Soldiers' Club.

58 Goulburn Herald, 13/4/1904, p2
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Around 1910 the building looked something like 
this:
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A porch was added, and the Stranger’s Room and Vestibule
apparently swapped, sometime between 1908 and 1927.

Laundry

Assistant’s
room

Steward’s
dining room

Spirit store

porch

Billiard room

The fire

In 1916, there was a very serious fire.  It burnt the 
billiard room badly, and went through the floor into
the then dining room, now the solicitor's office59.  
Major repair work was required.

There was another fire in 1926, in the Lounge (now
Gallery Room).  It damaged the fireplace and floor, 
then fused some wires so that the buzzer sounded 
continuously, which alerted the steward who put 
out the fire60.  The fireplace in the gallery was 
replaced by a special design from Manfred & Son.

Moving the bar

The upstairs landing once housed the bar.  

Some time before 1926, Goulburn architects 
Manfred & Son submitted several alternatives on 
moving the bar to make better use of space.

They selected an option which moved the main 
staircase to the centre, and moved the bar to the old 
staircase.  This space was expanded into the landing
and the Reading (now Twynam) Room.

The Club then took the opportunity to make some 
other changes, particularly to the downstairs 
entrance.  The work was contracted out in 1927 to 
J. Stidwell, and this is essentially the Club today.  
The construction cost was £1597.

Bar changes

Little was done in the Depression years; the Club 
did look at some alternatives, but in the end the 
main change (1939) was to create the current 
counter into the Lounge (now Gallery).

In 1947 a wood lift located outside the current 
men's toilets was removed, for lack of use.

59 Queanbeyan Age, 15/8/1916, p2
60 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 18/8/1926, p2
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The Art Deco Club

The modifications in 1927 are essentially the Club 
you see today:

Steward’s
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Verandah issues

In 1962, the verandah was in need of repair.  
Council's building inspector wrote that “if this work
is carried out the verandah will be in good 
condition and would probably remain in existence 
for many years to come”.61

However, “in conformity with modern practice”, it 
should nevertheless be removed to prevent a 
possible future safety issue. 

Once the verandah was removed, the Club rebuilt 
the front wall, so that the windows on the left 
matched those on the right hand side.  Previously 
the left hand side had a large central window 
between two smaller ones, in the general shape of 
the ones on the right. 

The verandah was re-erected to the original plans 
(more or less) in 2003.  The enclosed ends were 
omitted as a cost saving.

Facilities for Associate Members

There were some updates in 1973 – turning two 
bedrooms into the current kitchen and a new ladies 
changeroom and powder room behind the kitchen 
(recently converted for disabled access).

61 Goulburn Post, 11/1/1962
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7.  Gentlemen and stewards

Becoming a member

Nominations to join the Club were (and still are) 
vetted by the Committee.  If they weren't impressed
by a candidate, the nomination would be deferred a 
month or two, and would keep being deferred until 
it was forgotten.  In 1962, the Committee wrote to a
proposer and seconder and suggested it would be 
best if the candidate withdrew.

Once through the Committee, all members were 
balloted to determine whether the person should be 
allowed to become a member.

Once balloted, virtually everybody was duly elected
as members.  In December 1880 three prospective 
members were rejected, all nominated and 
seconded by different people.  This would have 
been just before an Annual General Meeting, so 
perhaps the reason was political.

It was customary to write to the Governor-General 
of Australia, and the UK High Commissioner, and 
offer honorary membership.  Their senior staff were
extended the same courtesy.

The stewards

In HIH Belcher's history of the Club, he states that 
the Goulburn Club moved to the present building in
about 1883.  “This building provided quarters for a 
resident steward, the first being William Stewart.”

These quarters would have been the loft bedrooms 
now closed off.

The steward operated the bar, and his wife did the 
cleaning and cooked for the Club dining room.

In 1951, it was decided that the steward was 
allowed to play billiards with members – but only 
when there was a single member in the Club, the 
steward was not to drink, and the game must cease 
should another member come into the Club.  This 
was rescinded the following year – the steward was 
instructed not to play billiards with members. 

The steward was required (as far as possible) to 
avoid becoming involved in members' 
conversations at the bar.

The new quarters built in 1908 were spacious but 
fairly spartan, the current caretaker flat.  In 1951, 
they got hot water and sewerage to the bathroom.  
It doubled as the ladies toilet in recent years until 
the recent renovation of a spare upstairs room.

Pay for the stewards

In addition to accommodation, the steward was 
paid.  In 1954, the annual pay was £158.  The 
steward’s wife usually got something for helping at 
special events.

The Club did not approve of members giving tips to
the paid staff.  Instead, when the steward was well 
regarded there would be a Christmas Fund where 
members could donate an annual amount.  In 1965 
there was $248 divided $188 to steward Buckley, 
$50 to Mrs Buckley and $10 to assistant steward 
Harvey.

For many years there was an assistant steward, for 
busy times and the evenings that the steward had 
off, as well as when the steward was on holidays or 
was sick.  Harvey was engaged prior to 1951, and 
continued to do some nights of bar work until the 
end of 1974.  There is no reference in the minutes 
to his disappearance after so many years, but 
shortly after the Club Secretary took on his bar 
shifts.  The Club had an economy drive at the time.
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The following advertisement recruited the 
Willoughbys, who were keenly involved in the life 
of the Club during their period of employment.

During the tenure of the Willoughbys, it became 
necessary to pay award wages.  The transition 
caused the Committee some bother.

End of the stewards

From 1984, the office of steward was no longer 
affordable.  Tenants went into the flat, and later 
there was typically an agreement for caretaking in 
lieu of rent.

From 1998, there was a period where the Club 
employed a Secretary/Manager, who sometimes 
lived in the old steward’s quarters.

In recent years, these rooms have mostly been used 
for a caretaker. 

List of stewards (partial)

1883-1891+:  William Stewart

1900- 1903: Frederick Behagg

1903-1913: Fred Wheatley

Pre-1950 to 1952:  Jones

1952 to 1954:  Hornsey

1954 to 1956:  GF Garnier

1956 to 1968:  Jack Buckley, a former steward.

1969 to 1972:  Chris Fitzgerald

1973 to 1978: Jim Crossley, caretaker then steward.

1978 to 1982: Max Willoughby (later barman 1984-
86)

1982 to 1984?: T Baff

1984 to 1988: flat leased to Joan and Allan Bell, 
became a typical caretaker arrangement in 1988.

1988 to 1989: Trish Reardon appointed as 
Secretary/Manager, lived in the flat for part of this.

1990 to 1995: Michelle Lynch appointed as 
Secretary/Manager, initially rented the flat rooms to
students, later moved in herself.

1996 to 1997: Michael Hudson appointed as bar 
supervisor.

1997 to 1998: Trish Reardon appointed as bar 
supervisor.

1998 to 1998: Mark Boeffler appointed as bar 
manager.

2004 to 2007: Ian Pritchett as caretaker.

2008: vacant?

2009 to 2012: James Trevaskis as caretaker.

2012: Ken Murchie as caretaker.

2013: Frank Macias as caretaker.

2014 to present: Phil Jones as caretaker.
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8.  Dining at the Club

The Dining Room

The Steward’s wife operated the dining room.

In 1955 the prices were as follows:

• Morning Tea – one shilling and sixpence 

• Breakfast – five shillings and sixpence 

• Lunch – six shillings 

• Dinner – eight shillings and sixpence 

• Special Dinner – twelve shillings and 
sixpence. 

Special dinners were those where the President and 
Committee entertained members.  The dining room 
held about 20 people.

Broadbents Restaurant

By 1982, the Club was running short of funds.  It 
was decided to seek commercial tenants for the 
under-utilised rooms downstairs.

It took until 1992 to find a serious tenant, 
Broadbent’s restaurant.

The restaurant opened in the Club dining room, 
which has since been a bric-a-brac shop and 
currently leased by Disability Services.

Leo Schofield in the Sydney Morning Herald wrote 
a most positive review of the restaurant, and it was 
very well regarded.
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The restaurant was not a commercial success.  The 
owners sold it in mid-1994 to Matthew Onions, and
themselves went on to the successful Linwood Cafe
in Collector.  

Onions obtained the use of the Strangers Room 
(now a solicitor's office) for additional restaurant 
space.  Broadbents closed at the end of 1995.

Stonegate

In early 1996, the Stonegate restaurant opened.  It 
was run by Jo Dodds.  

The Strangers Room on the other side of the foyer 
was set up as the “How Bizarre” art gallery.  

Stonegate closed around the end of 1997.

Cedars

Cedars Restaurant ran from April 1998 to April 
1999.  It was run by Angela Irvine, and seems to 
have traded quite well initially.

South of the Border

In September 2000, a Mexican restaurant opened, 
run by Joanne Morgan.

Joanne negotiated an attractive rental arrangement 
until the end of August 2001, and the Club has no 
records of it continuing past that.
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9.  Lady members

The Goulburn Club was established as “a social 
club for gentlemen”62.

Belcher's history of the Club states that at the end 
of 1936 there was a celebration for the Club's 
Diamond Jubilee, where “members entertained 
their lady friends and guests in the club rooms and 
with dancing at the Fireside Inn.”  

Similar events occurred in 1937, 1938 and 1939, 
and Belcher's booklet ends with the start of the war.

In the 1950s, ladies were allowed in for the annual 
“At Home” event, and that was about all. 

Daughters and wives of members would decorate 
the Club for these events, and were gifted nylon 
stockings by the grateful Committee.

Ladies Nights

In 1957 there was a suggestion from members at 
the Annual General Meeting that there be some 
ladies nights and dances.  Initially the Committee 
chose not to proceed with that idea, but the next 
year there was an informal (ie not black tie) mixed 
cocktail party. 

Ladies as Associates 

In 1961, the Club changed its Articles of 
Association to allow the wife or daughter or 
unmarried sister of a member to become an 
Associate Member of the Club.  The option doesn’t 
seem to have been implemented.

In 1964, the Club had a program of guest speakers, 
and members were “reminded that they are at 
liberty to bring gentlemen guests in accordance 
with the Rules but not female guests.”

In 1966, gentlemen were allowed to entertain lady 
friends in the Strangers Room (the front portion of 
what was for a long time the office for the Lilac 
Festival, now a solicitor). 

In late 1971, there was for a time a Ladies Night on 
the last Friday of the month, for ladies and other 
guests of members.

62 HIH Belcher's history of the Club, 1946.

In September 1971, 18 ladies attended.  They were 

confined to the Smoke Room where the lighting 
will be modified and light taped background 
music will be played and cheese and biscuits 
available.  Supper will not be provided. 

The Smoke Room is today's Gallery.

By 1973, the Club was getting more serious about 
having women members.  The AGM voted 38 to 5 
to accept women associate members.

It was felt that the Club’s facilities were inadequate 
for the ladies, so there were renovations 
undertaken.  Women were to be excluded from the 
billiard room, the bar and the card room.

A special Associates committee was formed.  A 
gentleman was appointed as the Associates Liaison 
to the main Committee, to pass on requests from 
the Associate ladies, who found themselves doing 
much of the mundane work.  They advised the 
Committee that:

On some future occasions when suppers or 
barbecue are conducted it may be necessary to 
enlist paid help to attend to the washing up, 
cleaning etc.

In 1976 a cocktail party invitation mentioned 
billiards and that “Yes, Girls, you can play too!”.

In July 1978, the Associate members were finally 
allowed to use the billiards room regularly, but only
on Tuesdays up to 5pm, and only to use the table on
the northern side.  A recision motion the next month
failed.

At the end of 1978, the Club held a men-only 
black-tie Calcutta evening (an auctioned sweep for 
Melbourne Cup horses).  This was held to be an 
anachronism and from that point forward all social 
events seems to have been mixed. 

Apart from the obvious expense of hiring the 
evening suit, the very thought of spending an 
evening with the boys in black tie would most 
certainly have turned the evening into a horrible 
failure. 

In 1980, there was a fun (mixed) debate night on 
the subject “That Housewives Should Be Paid.”  
The minutes do not record the outcome. 

By the end of 1980, the upstairs bar was still men-
only, with women allowed “on invitation”. 
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Lady Belmore Club 

There was (and is) a ladies’ equivalent of the 
Goulburn Club, the Lady Belmore Club.  The 
Goulburn Club would arrange liquor purchases, 
restricted at the time, on behalf of the ladies.

In 1952, the Lady Belmore Club wrote to the 
Goulburn Club asking if the Club would assist their
purchase of the next-door property, now the 
Chinese restaurant.  The Club decided not to 
participate.

In 1963, the Lady Belmore Club had to leave their 
premises and asked about moving into rooms 
within the Goulburn Club.  They decided to buy a 
house in Montague Street instead, where they are 
still located.

In 1967, the two clubs held a combined dinner 
dance.  They continued to have joint events 
intermittently for the next 20 years.

By 1976, the Goulburn Club was in financial 
difficulties.  The members voted to accept what was
essentially a takeover by the Lady Belmore Club – 
which would have had the result of allowing 
women members. 

However the gentlemen put restrictions on what the
ladies could do, in particular which rooms they 
could use, and the Belmore Club voted against the 
merger by a large majority. 

Negotiations with the Lady Belmore Club 
regarding proposed amalgamation have 
completely broken down as the members of the 
Lady Belmore Club voted by a large majority that
all proposals regarding amalgamation cease 
forthwith.

Full membership 

In 1977, the NSW Parliament passed the Anti-
Discrimination Act.  While there were murmurs 
about it, the Goulburn Club did nothing for quite 
some time.

In 1982, Miss Vicki Norris applied to become a full
member of the Goulburn Club in her own right.  
While this was probably contrary to the Club’s 
Articles, her nomination was posted on the Board 
for members to see.

One member (who said he knew nothing about 
Miss Norris) wrote in an objection: 

To maintain the standards of any club 
'Discrimination' must be the name of the game.  
Perhaps I am too old or too old-fashioned to 
remain a member.

Miss Norris withdrew her nomination.  At that 
meeting, the Club set up a committee of solicitor 
members to look into the problem.  They decided 
that the Club’s Articles needed to adapt to the new 
times.  This took many years to finalise.

For April 1988, the minutes state that the necessary 
constitutional changes should be carried out 
forthwith because it would:

enhance the membership numbers of the club as 
well as the appearance.

The change finally happened in July 1988.

Not many women took up membership: by then the 
cost of entry was extremely high, and there were 
few women working in professional roles.  The first
woman member seems to have been Doreen White, 
a real estate agent, in October 1988. 

Vicky Norris (now Rabjohns) returned to the Club 
as the Guest of Honour for the grand opening of the
new ladies toilet in 2015.  She said she had been an 
“accidental suffragette”, and really she was just a 
user of the squash court wanting to do the right 
thing by the Club.

On the Committee 

The first female Committee member was Tracy-Lee
Watson, elected in 1993. 

The first female President of the Club was Dr Ruth 
Edwards in 2001.  There has been one 
subsequently, Megan Barnham in 2007. 
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10.  Centenary of the Club

1977 was the centenary of the Club.

Sir Roden Cutler, Governor of New South Wales, 
accepted an invitation to dinner at the Club, to 
celebrate the occasion.

There were to be many guests, so it was impossible 
to hold the dinner inside the Club.

Instead, a marquee, 70 feet (21 m) by 30 feet (9m) 
was hired and erected in the Club car park.  It cost 
$800, or about $4000 in today’s dollars.

They hired a red carpet to honour the visitors.  It 
may be the one still in storage.

The Club was extensively repainted before the 
event.  

The Dinner

Special invitations were sent out to Club members 
and distinguished guests.

The menu for the dinner included hors d'oeuvres, 
smoked salmon and artichoke hearts, fillet of beef 
wellington, and strawberry fruit salad.
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11.  Entertainment - Early

At Home at the Goulburn Club

The annual At Home events were usually catered 
by the Fireside Inn, which still exists a couple of 
doors down from the Club.  In good weather, the 
event might be held in the Club’s garden, and at 
other times at the Fireside itself.

The At Home event was “black tie” and cost two 
pounds and two shillings in 1952.  Wives and 
friends could attend too.

The orchestra was instructed to play “God Save the 
Queen” at 2.30 am, when everybody had to stand.  
That was the signal that the event was closing.  
Later that was changed to midnight.

The Club was decked out gaily.  Daughters and 
girlfriends of Club members helped to decorate the 
Club.  In 1955 and 1957 the Club’s Committee sent 
each of these helpers a pair of nylon stockings.

The earlier At Home events were held at Christmas 
time; later they moved to mid-year and they might 
have an informal (not black tie) cocktail party at 
Christmas.

Other social events

Options were limited, as the Club had a shortage of 
space: what is now the Durack Room had two large 
billiard tables, and the Lounge (now the Gallery) 
had generous armchairs.  One dinner event 
specified that only 36 people could be 
accommodated.

The first regular mixed event seems to have been a 
cocktail party in 1958, with regular monthly Ladies 
Nights from 1971 and women associate members 
agreed in 1973.

During this period the main social activities were 
combined dinner dances with the Lady Belmore 
Club, held at other venues.

The last men-only social event was in 1978, and 
women were allowed to be full members from 
1988.

Some of the social events we have records of are:

• “Let's Shake the Cobwebs Out of Our Club”, in 
1976, with cocktails, meal and mixed billiards,

• the “NEW LOOK Goulburn Club” had an 
ocker-theme barbeque for Empire Day in 1976,

• Halloween Night in 1976,

• a “Goulburn Club Bar-Be-Cue” with a 
horseracing theme in 1977,

• “Goulburn Club Returns to the Tavern” with 
roast beef and plum pudding in 1978,

• a Melbourne Cup event in 1978, lamenting the 
unexpected rejection of the Committee's 
application to hold the Cup itself in Goulburn; 
and a number of other Calcutta cup events,

• debate nights with champagne, dessert and 
coffee, eg “Should Housewives Be Paid” in 
1980, and

• they were going to have a “Tax Dodgers 
Masked Ball” in 1981 charged as a seminar, and
prepared the advertising before they thought 
better of it.

The Mafia meets Fawlty Towers

Another possibly ill-considered event was the 
Valentine's Day Massacre of 1985.

Dust off the Al Capone suit and the Dizzy Dame 
spangles and come and slaughter all the 
spaghetti and pizza you can eat.  Chianti 
guaranteed to eat its way out of the bottle.

There was a curious lack of interest, and the 
intended Italian night subsequently became a 
Fawlty Towers dinner.
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Conservatorium connection

From 1990, to generate funds for the Club a 
number of rooms were rented out to students, 
mostly from the Conservatorium.

This led to a variety of small events with musical 
content, and a few big parties.

In 1991 there was a “P-Party”, where you had to 
come as something starting with P … pirates, punks
and parrots were included.

The Hat Party

We're not quite sure when this happened, but it 
sounded fun.

From 1992, much of the downstairs area was given 
over to a restaurant, which would have made it very
difficult to run dinner events within the Club itself.

The Comets

In March 1994, the Club was the rockingest place.  
Note the location of the drummer!

Changes

In the late 1990s, the Club experienced very tight 
financial conditions as will be described in the 
following chapter.  The records are sparse and it is 
not clear what special events were run.

With the sale of the billiard tables in 1988, there 
was the potential to run larger events.  At the time 
the Durack Room was given over to the Rugby 
Club.
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12.  The winds of change

The Club has faced many challenges over the 
decades.  No history of the Goulburn Club could 
avoid acknowledging that.

The Squash Court

In 1960, the Club built a squash court for members,
still there at the rear of the Club and still used by 
squash players.

The construction caused considerable financial 
pressure for the Club, necessitating a “call” 
(compulsory additional payment) from members.

In theory, the call was repayable to members at a 
later date.  In practice, many of the members 
“forgave” the debt and the Club recovered.

The expectation was that the facility would attract 
new members, which largely it didn't.  The court 
was run by the Rugby Club for many years (then in 
the current Chinese restaurant building next door).  
Later the management was given to outside people 
in exchange for a monthly rental, and in recent 
years the Club has again taken over management 
and repaired the playing wall.

Incorporation

In the early days, the Club was an unincorporated 
association, the the land owned by trustees.

At the insistence of the bank, the Club was 
incorporated as a company limited by guarantee on 
30 June 1972.  Some of the trustees had died 
without replacement, so the Club had to search for 
their heirs to approve the change.

At about this time, the Club dispensed with the old 
requirement to ballot every member before 
accepting a new one.

Impending doom

While there were occasional concerns expressed 
earlier, it was from the mid-1970s that problems 
really were apparent.

In 1976, the Committee noted that:

In view of some financial difficulty facing the 
Club at the present time, it was resolved that a 
circular be forwarded to members recommending
that they endeavour to keep their House 
Accounts in Credit.

The Club was in favour of a merger with the Lady 
Belmore Club, but the ladies decided not to 
participate.

In October 1977, just before the Club's centenary 
dinner, the Committee noted that costs were up 
significantly, and takings had dropped markedly.

Things did improve from there, but interest rates hit
record highs.  By 1982 the Treasurer, Alix Turner, 
advised the Committee that:

The present trend in the affairs of the club is 
obviously one which cannot be allowed to persist.
There may be some cold comfort to be gathered 
from the fact that numerous other clubs are in 
like circumstances, but the basic need for 
productive restructuring cannot be avoided.

In 1983 the Club held an Extraordinary General 
Meeting to discuss the financial position.  President
John Douglas mentioned the 1982 annual loss of 
$5000, and:

quoted material from the press indicating that 
the club world as a whole appears to be under 
siege from such factors as increased costs, 
reduced affluence of members and random 
breath testing.

The Club decided to hold a membership drive with 
reduced fees for new members.  The annual loss 
reduced to about $1700, and a nominal profit was 
achieved in 1984 and 1985.

Nevertheless, cash flow was tight and in 1985 the 
Club was for a time unable to pay the Council rates.
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In June 1990, another Extraordinary General 
Meeting was held on the dire financial position of 
the Club, “to suggest ways to avert imminent 
closure”.  

Many options were considered, the most significant
being the marketing of life memberships in 
exchange for financial donations.  More than 
twenty were taken up over several years.

A rugby linkup

The Goulburn Rugby Club for some time operated 
a similar registered club from the adjoining 
property, closing in 1992.

(Goulburn's Main Street Study of 1992 labelled the 
Club building as the Rugby Club, said it had 
formerly been the Bull & Woodward Store, then the
Riley Brothers general store.  None of those things 
was correct!)

In 1997, the Goulburn Club sponsored the “Dirty 
Reds” and gave the Rugby Club the use of what is 
now the Durack Room.  The intention was to bring 
in a new source of members and revenue.  Initially 
this was quite successful.

The arrangement with the Rugby Club seems to 
have stopped in 1999, and the rugby members were
drinking elsewhere.

Further problems

The billiard tables were sold in 1998, one for $5000
and the other for $7000.  One is at 'Rotherwood', 
Lake Bathurst.  This made the (now) Durack Room 
available for functions.

By this time the Goulburn Club was in serious 
financial strife.  Trading continued to be poor, and 
problems with the restaurants leasing space 
downstairs made cashflow quite unpredictable. 

In 1999, members were sent a circular with the 
following message: 

Closure of the Goulburn Club Imminent!  In 
recent years the Club has suffered from both a 
decreasing member-base and declining support 
from remaining members.  Unfortunately, based 
on current utilisation it appears that after 122 
years the Club is no longer viable. 

More ideas came forward, and some new 
enthusiasm kept things going.  However, President 
Bernie Maas had to write in 2000 that:

Unfortunately I am writing to advise that the 
financial position of the Goulburn Club has 
declined to such a point that the Committee feels 
there is no other alternative than to close the 
Club.

Sale and leaseback

The outgoing President, Bernie Maas, offered to 
buy the property and lease part of it back to the 
Club.  The Committee invited more such offers.

At the AGM in early 2001 it was decided to accept 
the Maas offer.

The Club lay closed for an eight month period.
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13.  The “New” Goulburn Club

The new committee met in April 2001, and 
appointed Dr Ruth Edwards as President.

The committee obtained legal advice that the 
resolution to sell the building needed to be a 
“Special Resolution” with a longer notice period.

The Committee decided to keep the Club operating 
on an interim basis.  Subsequently they decided to 
have a serious go at making the Club a viable 
enterprise, as the “New Goulburn Club”.

They made repayment agreements with the 
creditors, including the National Australia Bank 
which had threatened to foreclose.  They ran a 
number of special events, and attracted a lot of 
functions. 

The major innovation of this time (Presidents Ruth 
Edwards then Jim Spiers) was the 
re-installation of the verandah, originally designed 
by architect EC Manfred in 1881.  Council 
provided a heritage grant, which covered half the 
cost, and the Club raised funds for the remainder.  
Even with generous sponsors, there was still a 
capital component that added to the financial 
pressure on the Club.

The Club did manage to keep going, but the 
financial pressure continued to be intense.

The next Board under Paul Puttifoot found it 
necessary to replace all the obsolete equipment in 
the bar at once.  A new interest-only mortgage for 
$95,000 was arranged. The Puttifoot year did see a 
profit but left a heavy repayment schedule.

More recent times

In November 2004, a new Committee led by 
President Roger Lucas took over.  These were very 
difficult times financially.  The Club changed to an 
entirely-volunteer model for staffing.

In 2008, a Committee workshop decided that:

It is established without doubt, the Club has been
trading at a loss for a considerable time, propped 
up with a Director's personal loan and the NAB 
overdraft.  Urgent action is required to correct 
this situation, or the Club must cease trading.

A new consolidated loan was negotiated, with more
favourable terms.  New ideas were tried, and 
activity picked up.

Gradually the repayment costs came down, and 
with more rigour under the presidency of Simon 
Morris, the Club again managed to reach 
profitability.

The current situation (2017)

With a continuing low-interest environment, and 
much excellent work from a large team of 
volunteers, the last few years have been 
significantly more favourable for the Club.

In recent years the Club has repainted the beautiful 
Durack room ceiling, has converted a disused 
bedroom into a ladies toilet, has upgraded a 
downstairs toilet for disabled access, and will soon 
be upgrading the kitchen.

The Club is in good shape financially, due to the 
passionate efforts of its committed members.  



Page 28

14.  The mysterious upstairs

There is a disused attic in the roof space.

The main internal staircase for the Club was 
originally where the bar counter is now.  A second 
staircase started where the gentlemen's toilets sign 
is now and finished where the manhole is now.  

Upstairs is a large space.  It seems to have had a 
dormer window looking over the rear courtyard.  
There was also a window to the east, covered up in 
1908 when the billiard room was added.

These rooms would have been hot in summer and 
cold in winter.  Along with the billiard room in 
1908, new stewards' quarters were added on top of 
some old downstairs stables.

We have no information about what the old upstairs
rooms were used for after that.  There is graffiti up 
there dated 1919 which appears genuine; that 
implies that at least one of the upstairs rooms was 
disused by then.

The staircases appear to have been removed in 
1927.  Some graffiti dates from that year.

We have the Club's monthly minutes from 1950 to 
the present day, largely intact.  The only sign of the 
upstairs is in 1966, where the minutes refer both to 
the attic window and the loft window (apparently 
the same thing) needing repair for £50 pounds.  It 
seems that not much was done, and the dormer 
window was removed when the roof was next 
replaced.

If one ventures through the manhole, the general 
layout is apparent.  A doorframe has been salvaged 
out.  There are still some good floorboards there, 
but it's hard to make out the original layout because
of the central heating gear and electrical works.

One can still see remnants of ancient wallpaper, 
baked and frozen over a hundred years.  

Main upstairs room

Above the bar: staircase was here

Above the Durack Room: once a skylight

Remnants of wallpaper are in the display cabinet.
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15.  Paths not taken

Bar to the Card Room (1926)

This idea of moving the bar to the Card Room was 
seriously considered in 1926 and again in 1935.  
The second time, many members recorded their 
objection in the Club's Suggestions Book.

Instead, the Club built the present counter into the 
Lounge (now Gallery).  These changes were 
completed in 1939.

Double the Billiards Room (1926)

The Club has the right to build over the laneway, at 
a minimum height of 14 feet.  Manfred & Son put 
forward a proposal to do so, nearly doubling the 
size of the (Durack) room.

The Manfred proposal would have cost £700. 

Add another storey (1926)

A somewhat more ambitious proposal from 
Manfred & Son would have seen the extended 
billiard room as well as a whole new storey added, 
providing 10 more bedrooms, two bathrooms and 
an “automatic electric lift”.  The cost would have 
been £3200.

The appearance would be rather different (surviving
pencil sketch).

Buy next door (1952)

The Lady Belmore Club (equivalent to the 
Goulburn Club but for ladies rather than gentlemen)
put forward a serious proposal that the clubs co-
operate to buy what is now the Chinese 
restaurant. This would have implied closer 
integration of the clubs and possibly future 
amalgamation.

The Committee at the time felt that this wasn’t a 
workable proposition financially.  It came up again 
in 1960 and was dismissed on the same grounds.

There are sketch plans on how the two properties 
might have been combined, but they appear to date 
before 1927.  So this idea might have been revisited
many times.

Merge anyway (1963)

In 1963, the Lady Belmore Club had to leave their 
rooms at the time, and looked into using rooms 
downstairs in the Goulburn Club.  They decided 
that the available rooms weren’t sufficient for their 
needs.

In 1976, the Club wasn’t travelling well.  The 
Goulburn Club voted for an amalgamation with the 
Lady Belmore Club.  Essentially this would have 
involved the ladies taking over the Goulburn Club 
debts, in exchange for quite limited use of rooms, 
and the proposition was roundly defeated by the 
ladies.
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There were some further moves in 1982 to merge 
the two clubs, but they went nowhere.

Sell the place (1968)

Brigadier Hurst, an outspoken member, suggested 
that the Club sell the property to the RSL (now 
Soldiers Club) and buy or build another building 
elsewhere.  This seems to have been given serious 
consideration though it didn’t go anywhere.

In 1972, the Rugby Club next door (now Chinese 
restaurant) offered to buy the property.  The 
Committee was quite interested, but our Club was 
undergoing incorporation and the Rugby Club was 
told to ask again once that had gone through.

In 1977, the Goulburn Club had an interested buyer
and another property they were happy to move to.  
Both ideas fell through, and the Club was swept 
away with a new enthusiasm for the place when it 
ran a Centenary of the Club event later in the year.

In 1999, as debts mounted, the Goulburn Golf Club 
proposed a merger.  In 2000, the Soldiers Club 
expressed interest in buying the property.

Sale and lease (2001)

The Club closed for eight months in 2001, and 
voted to sell the property to some combination of 
interested members.  The best offer was from ex-
President Bernie Maas, who would have leased the 
upstairs portion of the building to an ongoing 
Goulburn Club.

The newly-elected Committee had legal advice that 
the vote wasn’t correctly held, and decided to keep 
trading until matters could be sorted out.

This quickly became an enthusiasm to re-invent the
Club, and with new energies in the Committee and 
membership they were able to do so as “the New 
Goulburn Club.”

Motel (2008)

Amongst a number of radical suggestions seriously 
considered in 2008 was redeveloping the property 
as a boutique motel, in conjunction with an artsy 
Goulburn Club co-operative.

The difficulty was obtaining more capital 
investment when the Club's history to that point 
was not particularly convincing.  The financial 
modelling proved to be too reliant on the success of
a proposed cafe.

More sale and lease (2010)

The 2009 AGM authorised the Committee to 
investigate the sale and lease concept further, and 
the property was advertised for sale nationally, 
through a real estate broker.

Unfortunately the advertisement suggested that the 
Club itself, not just the building, was for sale.  
There were some nibbles but no serious bids.

In 2011, some Sydney developers did put a 
proposal forward, which might have seen the Club 
continue to exist in some form in some rooms of 
the current building, but the proposal was 
unattractive to the Club and there were difficulties 
in accommodating liquor licence requirements.

Through the work of an enthusiastic band of 
volunteers, the Club is once again a vibrant meeting
place for friends and selling the building is 
fortunately no longer an option under consideration.
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16.  The stone house

There is a stone building at the rear of the Club that
has been referred to as “the stables”.  As the 
building has at some point included a chimney and 
there are signs of good quality windows, it is 
unlikely to have originally been stables and might 
have been accommodation.

The building is on land originally sold (as 
Allotment 8, Section 3) to John Tawell in 1835; it 
would have been at the very back of a long narrow 
block, so it seems unlikely to date from then.

This allotment (apparently) and two others (9 and 
10 definitely) had been re-subdivided crossways by 
1841, with a vague reference to existing 
constructions.

Based on our analysis, the new lot was bought by 
Dr Waugh between late 1838 and 1842.  It is a fair 
guess that the stone house had been built “on spec” 
by the organisers of the new subdivision and was 
present when sold to Dr Waugh.

There are references in early documents to old 
stables, but they might refer to the current carport 
rather than the stone building there.  In 1903 a 
member requested that wooden bars be provided to 
close in the stalls “to prevent present injudicious 
mingling of horses”.  These had been provided by 
May 1904.

The Archives at St Clair display a poster of the 
town in about 1870, which shows this building 
apparently in stone with the upstairs doorway 
showing, suggesting it was in use for loading 
something.  They also have an early (1900s) 
postcard63 of the Bull & Woodward arch, with a 
glimpse of a tidy and whitewashed building there, 
with the current main entry to this building.

There is a later plan showing the stone building as a
“boys house”, so it's possible that the young sons of
gentlemen were given somewhere to get up to their 
own mischief away from the adults.

At one point the building was referred to as the “old
pigeon loft”.  The Committee seriously considered 
knocking the building down in 1969.  It was bird-
proofed in 2008 and the manure cleaned out in 
2014.

In recent decades, the downstairs portion of the 
stone house has mostly been used for storage. 

A structural report done in 2007 said that the 
damage at one end could be dealt with by inserting 

63 St Clair bound photos, 3-43

steel rods, and the stonework repointed.  This 
would not be particularly expensive, but the Club 
has always had higher priorities.  The building has 
deteriorated noticeably since then.

In 2016, the Club was successful in obtaining a 
grant for the rehabilitation of the building.  These 
works were completed in 2017.

Graffiti in the stone house

In the 1980s the large upstairs room seems to have 
been a clubhouse for some pot-smoking youths.  As
their graffiti is colourful, some of the more 
palatable stuff is displayed here.

If any of the perpetrators are reading this, you are 
now most welcome to assist the Club to refurbish 
the building!
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17.  Whimsy

A collection of random notes that mightn't make it 
into a stricter history.

Longevity

During the late Tirranna Picnic Race meeting a 
party of four gentlemen, who have lived in 
Goulburn or the southern district during the 
greater part of their lives, sat down to a rubber in
the whist room of the Goulburn Club.  Their 
united ages amounted to close on 300 years and 
it was noticed that not one of the four wore 
glasses.  Another item in favour of Goulburn as 
the federal capital this retaining unimpaired of 
mental faculties to so advanced an age.

(Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 21/1/1899)

Suggestions

The Club's original suggestion book has entries 
dating from 1902 to 2006.

In the early years, several entries relate to the 
quality of the toilets.  The Committee was exhorted 
to remember the cleanliness of the domestic cat, 
whose example the Club members could follow if 
sufficient sand were provided.

There was a proposal that a speaking tube be 
installed between the bar and the Strangers Room 
(where visitors were lodged, typically judges and 
other court personnel) – the Committee wasn't 
convinced.

In later years the ongoing issue was the warmth of 
the bathwater, apparently quite unsatisfactory in 
winter.

In 1979, J.E. Carter suggested:

That a bottle opener be available in the old card 
room at all times – as one of the senior members 
I find my teeth are no longer up to performing 
this task.  Should openers be subject to theft I 
suggest that … a TV camera be installed in the 
ceiling to identify the bounders responsible.

Dress

The Lounge being the formal room of the Club, 
members should wear a collar and tie, but coats 
might be dispensed with in hot weather.  
Members who happen to be wearing an open-
necked shirt or in working dress should use the 
bar and not enter the lounge.  (AGM 1954).

The pistol

In the 1950s (possibly earlier) the Club had a pistol 
on hand, and paid an annual licence.  It is not clear 
whether this was for security, or for sport.  It was 
sold in 1964.

Younger members

The proportional ability to pay (in the opinion of 
my London Club) for people of different ages 
and being different distances away from London 
is ...

1.   Under 27 always broke 

2.   27-34 always struggling, owing to 
education and marriage

3.    34 and over, able to pay!”

(Brigadier GS Hurst, 1965) 

Secretary in residence

The Club Secretary, Mr HIH Belcher moved 
temporarily into one of the Club's visitor bedrooms 
in July 1955 – in what is now the kitchen.  He 
ended up staying until June 1964, when he moved 
away from Goulburn.  At that point he was 
described as having been Club Secretary for 40 
years.

In 1968 he visited the Club for the AGM, and the 
Club gave him free use of his old bedroom.
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The furniture sale

In 1978, the Club sold off lots of excess bric-a-brac,
ranging from a stone bottle, sledgehammer and 
splitting wedges, an antique boot scraper, prints and
wardrobes. 

The most expensive item was a cutlery desk for 
$800, but most items went for under $10.

Ottering

Rebecca Black was the last employee barperson 
before the Club was temporarily closed in 2000.

She said that the Club was pretty wild after the 
Rugby Club next door closed, and our club 
encouraged the rugby boys to come over.

She told us about “ottering”, which apparently 
involves standing up very straight, then throwing 
oneself down the staircase.  She swears that this 
was a favourite bar pastime at one point!

Floss

Floss was a stray cat who adopted the Club.  
Apparently the then caretaker threw stones at her to
discourage her, but she insisted on coming in 
anyway.  She was dumped out of town, and 
somehow made her way back to the Club.

Floss was quite adorable and enjoyed hanging out 
on the Club's lounges while it was open.  She liked 
to jump up on the bar itself, to the horror of some 
members.

Floss became a Club celebrity, and somehow 
became a fully paid-up member.  She attended 
Committee meetings, with a better attendance 
record than some of the committee members.  She 
supervised working bees.

Floss survived on mice, and rather irregular 
offerings from random Club members.

She eventually became rather sick.  She was sent 
off to Griz' house to live, and died after some years.

Poker machines

The Club nowadays revels in the virtue (and 
poverty) of having no poker machines.

The truth is that the Club has had them in the past, 
and they never made much money.

A two-shilling machine was purchased in 1954, and
they seem to have had one already, said to have 
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been illegally purchased from the US and shipped 
over in parts.  There were evidently complaints, as 
the Committee investigated putting them in 
soundproof boxes.

Licence fees came in (or perhaps went much 
higher) in 1956.  The machines then became a 
liability and were removed in 1962.

There was interest in getting a machine in the 
1970s, with a vote “lost by a large majority” at the 
1975 AGM.

The Club trialled a machine in 1998 but it was soon
removed as being unprofitable.

There are stories that at some point a trial poker 
machine was thrown over the balcony by 
disgruntled members.  If true, we'd love some 
details! 

Glass roof in the Durack Room

Some of the panels in the Durack roof are milk-
coloured glass – apparently they were once 
skylights, or able to be lit from above. 
All are painted over now.

Steward Willoughby put his foot through one of the
panels in 1979, Caretaker Trevaskis did the same in
2010, and Caretaker Jones in 2017.

Ghosts

Michelle Lynch (Secretary/Manager of the Club 
from 1990 to 1995) tells a few supernatural tales of 
the Club.

She said that a number of members had reported 
seeing the apparition of a man sitting on the back 
stairs.

She had her own ghost story.  There was a terrible 
storm which did extensive damage to the ceilings of
the Billiard Room and the Lounge.  Michelle went 
up into the attic space to clean up the damage and 

assess for repairs.

After an hour or so, she was about to come down 
when she saw a girl sitting in a chair, facing away 
from her, sewing something.  At first she thought a 
child had come up the ladder, but on second glance 
the girl was gone.

Later, Michelle went back for a good look around 
where the girl was sitting, and found an old tin box,
with an old sleeve and some sewing implements 
inside.  Elsewhere in the attic space, she found a 
child’s shoe, and an 1800s medical pamplet on 
which a child had been practising letters.  These 
were in a display box at the Club for some years but
have now disappeared.

Liquor licence

The Club's first liquor licence was granted on 5 
January 1906, under the Liquor Act of 1905.

As the ownership never changed, the Club retained 
24 hour trading for many years, which in practice 
meant 3am closing a few nights of the year.

In February 2014, during the Club's major yearly 
event the Goulburn Blues Festival, the party was 
still blaring at 5 am.  This had worn out the 
goodwill of the neighbours.  The police closed the 
place down, for being open after hours and 
allegedly for having alcohol-affected people on the 
premises.  Subsequent discussions with the 
Licensing Sergeant confirmed that the 24 hour 
licence did still apply, and the Club agreed to make 
a number of changes in the public interest.

In 2015, the State Government bought in new fees 
for licensed premises.  The Club had the right to 
continue 24 hour trading, but would have to pay the
same hefty fee as huge commercial clubs in 
Sydney.  So the Club now operates on a midnight 
close, with permission to operate to 3am on six 
occasions per year, with notification.
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18.  Entertainment - Recent

In recent years the general pattern is that the Club is
open on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays for 
community groups, on Fridays for live music and 
on Saturday nights for functions.

Friday nights have included an eclectic variety of 
bands from local acts, to highly-regarded national 
acts, to emerging international artists.

2009

The Club ran a Christmas in July event, in 
conjunction with the Goulburn Medievalists.

2010

There was a second medieval Christmas in July 
event:

Also in 2010 was the first “Spring into Summer” 
event.  These are light-hearted club nights with an 
interesting dinner.  The 2010 event was notable for 
its gourmet delights.

2011

In 2011 was the first “Zimmy Night”.  These have 
continued as an annual theme night since then.
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The 2011 “Spring into Summer” event was a big 
one for the ukelele band which meets on Thursday 
nights at the Club.

2012

The Club has organised a variety of theme nights 
which are recorded here.  Members are particularly 
proud of these.  The Beatles was the biggest.

The downstairs foyer was converted into the Abbey
Road zebra crossing.  It remained in place for at 
least a year, inertia being a big thing at the 
Goulburn Club.

In 2012, “Spring into Summer” went to New 
Orleans, the food with a distinct gumbo theme.

2013

We celebrated 50 years of the Strolling Bones.

On October, the Club hosted a Burlesque night, 
involving twirling nipple tassels.  It celebrated 
anatomy in all its forms.
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Then we sprung into the Summer of Love.

And just before the year finished, we hosted the 
National jazz event.

2014

In August, the Club held an Abba theme night:

We got the burlesque troupe back again for a 
Gatsby-themed night, with excerpts from The Great
Gatsby interspersed with dance and strip acts.
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Then we went mad on hats:

2015

In 2015 the Club went rock and roll:

Spring into Summer became Sing into Summer, 
introducing the Rocky Hillbillies.

2016

The unexpected death of David Bowie generated 
another special night:

The Club took part in the Goulburn Spyfest festival.

Spring into Summer went with a Monkees theme:
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Exhibitions

The Club's Gallery rooms (as the name suggests) 
often feature local artists.  As with its music and 
membership, the Club's exhibitions are eclectic.
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19.  The Blues Festival

The Goulburn Blues Festival began in 1997, held at
the showgrounds.64

The Club's involvement began with the “New 
Goulburn Club”, which participated in 2002.

In 2003, the stage was set up in the Club's carpark, 
with alcohol sales downstairs under the rear 
verandah.  Anecdotally, this was a brilliant 
weekend, but not strictly in accord with the licensed
liquor trading area, and was not repeated.

The highlight of the Blues Festival at the Club has 
been the Blues Jam, initially run by the Club, where
Frank Macias was the standout act.  Frank ran the 
Jam for some years, and was felt by some 
musicians to be insufficiently inclusive.  The Club 
took it on again, and in recent years the Canberra 
Blues Society has co-ordinated the night. 

The Club has evolved into a quirky smaller venue, 
and a favourite of the musicians.  A recent feature 
has been the Sunday pancake breakfast, with the 
Club's ukelele band getting into some gospel blues 
music.

64 http://www.australianbluesmusic.com.au/History/
APottedHistory.aspx

http://www.australianbluesmusic.com.au/History/
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20.  Club Presidents

The “Whiskers” presidents

In the early days, Presidents of the Club served for 
many years.  It was a Club tradition to have framed 
photographs of them.  Those we have pictures for 
are informally referred to as the “Whiskers” 
Presidents.

Until 1950, the only evidence we have of the terms 
of these Presidents is that written on the old framed 
photographs.

There are longer biographies for each of these 
gentlemen, under their portraits in the Twynam 
Room.

1.  Alexander 
Mackellar, 
1877-1886

Born in Scotland in 1815, 
and arriving in Australia 
when he was 4.  In 1854, 
settled on the Richmond 
River where Kyogle now 
stands.  Sold that property 
and moved to Goulburn.

2.  Dr Andrew 
Faithfull Gibson, 
1886-1896

Born in Tirranna in 1834, 
son of Dr Andrew Gibson,
earliest known Goulburn 
doctor. 

Grazier of 
Burruhgurroolong near 
Goulburn.

3.  Samuel 
Harborne Belcher, 
1896-1920  

Born in 1835 in Yorkshire.
In 1863, appointed 
headmaster of the Bourke 
Street School, Goulburn. 
Purchased the land where 
the present Goulburn Club
sits.

4.  Alfred Edward 
Sendall, 1920-
1923 

Born in Balmain in 1867, 
married Fannie Chisholm 
and moved to Goulburn.  
One of the founders of 
legal firm Johnson & 
Sendall.  A founder of the 
Goulburn Golf Club, 
active in Literary and 
Driving clubs.

5.  Stuart 
Harborne Belcher, 
1924-1944 

Born in 1864 in Goulburn.
In 1882, first country 
based player to play in the 
NSW rugby side.  
Licenced Surveyor.  

6.  William 
Maxwell Chisholm,
1945-1947

Born in Goulburn in 1881.
Son of William Alexander 
Chisholm, a pastoralist, 
and Alice Isobel Chisholm
of Kippalaw, a large estate
in the Parkesbourne area.  
The younger William 
married Harriet Christiana
Moriarty in 1913.

7.  Dr Robert 
Grieve Woods, 
1948-1950

Born in Albury in 1891.  
Served as a Medical 
Officer with the Australian
Light Horse in World War 
I. Between the wars he 
was the commanding offer
of the 7th Light Horse 
Regiment.  Opened a 
medical practice in 
Goulburn.  Pianist and 
cricketer of note.

Six-year Presidents

In 1954, the Club changed its Articles so that the 
maximum term of a President was six years. 

In 1967, the Committee voted to produce 
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photographic portraits of the past three Presidents 
(presumably Broadbent, Pope and Johnson) but we 
do not have these.

8.  Richard Mercer Johnson, 
       1951-1957  (second term)

Dr Robert Grieve Woods , 1957-1960
       (second term)

9.  Eric John Pope, 1960-1963

10. Dr John Hayley Broadbent,
       1963-1966

Selected every year

From 1967, Presidents were elected for single year 
terms, and limited to three such terms before being 
required to have a year away from that role.  This is
still the arrangement in 2017.

11.  Hugh John Hoskins, 1966-1967

12.  Dr John Purves Lyttle,1967-1971

13.  Alix Breillat Turner,1971-1973

14.  Murray Innes Branch,1973-1976

15.  John Alan Beeman Reynolds,
       1976-1979

16.  Alix Breillat Turner, 1979-1982
       (son of previous of that name)

17.  John Bowman Douglas,
       1982-1985

18.  Anthony Gerard Morrison,
       1985-1988

With women members

From 1988, women were allowed to join as full 
members in their own right.

19.  Peter Vandeleur,1988-1990

20.  Bernard John Maas, 1990-1993

21.  Mark Henry Boileau, 1993-1995

22.  Shaun Robert Watson, 1995-1997

23.  Ian Robert McLennan, 1997-1998

Bernard John Maas (second term),
1998-2001

The “New” Goulburn Club

In 2001 the Club had voted to sell the property, and 
the Club was closed for eight months.

The new committee decided to re-open and trade 
on, leading to many years of difficult trading.  The 
Club is particularly known for its vibrant live and 
community music scene.

24.  Dr Ruth Edwards, 2001-2002

25.  James Gerard Spiers, 2003

26.  Paul Puttifoot, 2003-2004

27.  Roger Thomas Lucas, 2004-2007

28.  Megan Barnham, 2007-2009

29.  Simon Bede Morris, 2009-2011

James Gerard Spiers (second term),
2011-2012

30.  Rhys Edward Howitt, 2012-2014

31.  Eddie Zammit, 2014-2015

32.  Ron McLaughlin, 2015-2017
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21.  Conclusion

In this book we have tried to present not only a 
short history of the Goulburn Club over the last 140
years, but also to place the Club in context, among 
the buildings, businesses, people and landscape of 
Market Street. 

When the Goulburn Club was established in 1877, 
the time was ripe for the formation of an Australian 
version of traditional English gentlemen’s clubs.

The pioneering Goulburn of the 1830s, 40s, 50s and
60s had passed.  The old pioneers were passing 
away, those who had who arrived on transports and 
immigrant ships and invested their lives and 
substance in a fledgling township of a few hundred 
people.

Now Goulburn was a City, with trains and 
telegraph. Saddlers and lockups were less important
than drapers and public buildings.

In the 1880s, you could see from the Goulburn 
Club many of the major public buildings in the 
City, either recently built or in process of building: 
the Courthouse, Post and Telegraph Office, 
Mechanics’ Institute, Town Hall, Police Station, 
two cathedrals and Goulburn Hospital.

You could attend fine buildings for major 
department stores, banks and business houses either
in or a few steps from Market Street.  You could 
enjoy the gardens in Belmore Square, and feel it 
reasonable to whinge to Council if your feet got 
muddy.

Goulburn had come a long way from the days when
an early settler could complain that:

teams making their camping headquarters for 
the night in Market Square are gradually 
destroying our beautiful gum trees by lighting 
fires, on which to cook their meals, against the 
butts and thus doing untold harm.65

And the Goulburn Club has come a long way from 
its inception over a whist table in a pub in 1877.

When you tread the grounds and boards of the 
Goulburn Club, or drive through the Bull and 
Woodward arch, remember whose footsteps you 
follow.  You are in touch with more than 200 years 
of Australian history.  The future is yet to make.

  

65 Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 20/5/1938

Goulburn's 150th Anniversary Parade 2013. Left: Goulburn Regional Ukelele Band,
Right: card sharps Griz Kitchener and Rhys Howitt


